CONSULTATION PAPER ON "BROADCASTING THE COURTS"
To:
Heads of Chambers
Circuit Leaders
Chairmen of Specialist Bar Associations


Broadcasting the Courts
As you will have seen, the Secretary of State for Constitutional Affairs has issued a Consultation Paper ‘Broadcasting Courts’ the paper seeks views on whether or not the prohibition on broadcasting court proceedings should be relaxed.  A copy of the paper can be found on www.dca.gov.uk, from which you will be able to download a questionnaire and, if you wish, take part in an online discussion forum on the topic.  Responses are sought by 28 February 2005.

The Bar Council proposes to respond to the paper and would be very interested in receiving the views of barristers on the subject.  We will be seeking directly the views of barristers who are involved in the pilot scheme that is taking place at present in the Court of Appeal but this is clearly an area on which the Bar itself will have wide views.

The Bar Council looked at this originally in 1989 and endorsed a paper by the late Michael Kallisher QC, Jonathan Caplan QC and Anthony Speaight QC.  That report considered that, with appropriate safeguards, there were strong arguments in favour of televising court proceedings. It is very likely that this report will form the starting point of the Bar Council’s response to the Secretary of State.

We would encourage members of the Bar to respond directly to the Secretary of State.  We would also be most interested to receive the views of the profession and barristers are very welcome either to copy their responses to the Secretary of State to the Bar Council or to write separately setting out their views.  These should be addressed to Mark Stobbs, Deputy Chief Executive, The Bar Council, 289-293 High Holborn, London, WC1V 7HZ, DX: 240 LDE.  For these to be taken into account properly, we will need to hear from barristers no later than 14 January 2005.
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Head of Services, Representation and Policy
Deputy Chief Executive
  

